
 

Vermont-NEA Representative Assembly 2020 

STANDING RULES FOR VERMONT-NEA’S VIRTUAL RA 

 

I. Adoption of Rules 

a. The Representative Assembly shall adopt its Standing Rules (which were distributed 

at least 15 days in advance of this virtual RA) by a majority vote. 

b. The Standing Rules may be amended or suspended by a two-thirds vote. 

 

II. General 

a. The President shall preside at the Representative Assembly. 

b. The order of business shall be developed by the President and presented to the 

Representative Assembly for adoption with flexibility.  A delegate may propose a 

change in the order of business.  If there is an objection to the change, the proposal 

shall require a two-thirds vote of the Representative Assembly to be approved. 

c. A majority of the delegates registered as attending the Representative Assembly shall 

constitute a quorum. 

d. The President and the Executive Director shall provide abbreviated oral reports to the 

Representative Assembly and make written reports available on-line following the 

close of the RA. 

e. The NEA Director shall provide a written report to the Representative Assembly. 

f. Other reports to be provided to the delegates: 

i. Written report of New Business Items Implementation from 2019 RA. 

ii. Written report of the work of the Vermont-NEA Standing Committees from 

2019. 

g. All delegates in attendance of the Representative Assembly must be properly 

credentialed after being approved by the leadership of their local affiliate. 

h. All voting shall take place by a vote of those properly credentialed delegates who are 

in attendance and voting.  Proxy voting is not permitted.    

 

III. Delegate Selection and Certification 

a. Official delegates, the selection process and their responsibilities related to the 

Representative Assembly are defined in Article VIII, Sections 3-8 of the Vermont-

NEA Bylaws. 

b. All delegates and alternate delegates shall be reported to Vermont-NEA in the 

prescribed manner:  Upon receipt of the names of the delegates, Vermont-NEA shall 

officially notify all eligible delegates of their selection.  This notification and proper 

identification shall constitute the credentials of the delegates. Delegates must keep 

their log-in information confidential and not share their passwords with anyone. 
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IV. Role of the Delegates 

a. All delegates shall join the meeting at the official convening time. Delegates will be 

provided with an access code that is specific to the Vermont-NEA Representative 

Assembly.   

b. To enhance the security of the virtual meeting, delegates will not be allowed to log 

into the meeting after the convening time. 

c. Delegates and/or local associations with concerns on seating of delegates, eligibility 

of alternate delegates if the principal delegate is unable to serve, or the certification of 

any delegates not previously reported, shall seek resolution from the Credentials 

Committee by emailing Kristie Ferguson (kferguson@vtnea.org). 

d. A “Summary of the Proceedings of the Representative Assembly” shall be prepared 

and be filed at Vermont-NEA headquarters, 10 Wheelock Street, Montpelier, 

Vermont 05602 as a permanent record of the proceedings. 

e. Members of this corporation who are not delegates with voting rights may attend the 

meeting of the Representative Assembly and may speak to the Assembly. They shall 

register with the Credentials Committee by presenting proof of Vermont-NEA 

membership via email to Kristie Ferguson (kferguson@vtnea.org), no later than 

Thursday, April 30, 2020. 

 

V. Credentials 

a. The Credentials and Elections Committee is a Standing Committee of the 

organization.  This committee shall make the final ruling on eligibility of delegates 

and/or alternates to be seated in the Representative Assembly by noon on Thursday, 

April 30, 2020.  

b. The Credentials and Elections Committee shall meet as needed to resolve questions 

relating to the seating of delegates and to receive information about changes of 

delegates. 

 

VI. Resolutions 

a. A Resolution is a statement of belief or a position adopted by the Representative 

Assembly that established a continuing Vermont-NEA position and/or policy until 

changed by the Representative Assembly. 

b. Resolutions and proposed changes to resolutions to be considered at the 2020 

Representative Assembly were submitted to the Vermont-NEA Resolutions in time 

for the January 2020 meeting of the Vermont-NEA Resolutions Committee. 

 

VII. New Business Items 

a. A New Business Item is a statement that establishes, alters, or abolishes substantive 

policies or programs of the Association. Such a proposal shall not be in direct conflict 

with an existing Resolution.  Each New Business Item shall be in force for one year. 
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b. New Business Items shall be considered at the 2020 Representative Assembly only if 

submitted via e-mail to the presiding officer by noon on Wednesday, April 29, 2020 

(dtinney@vtnea.org).  

c. Members who feel that there is crucial action to be taken for the good of the 

Association should share that information in writing by emailing the Vermont-NEA 

president within two weeks of the Virtual RA’s adjournment (dtinney@vtnea.org). 

The president will place the action before the Board of Directors at the June or 

September board of directors meeting. 

 

VIII. Elections 

Vermont-NEA will conduct elections for all open positions at the state and regional level 

via the electronic system supported by YesElections. Since there are no contested races in 

2020, no campaign speeches will be presented during the RA. 

 

IX. Constitution & Bylaw Amendments 

There were no Bylaw Amendments submitted by members since the close of the 2019 

Representative Assembly, so, abiding by Article XII, no Amendments will be considered 

by the 2020 Representative Assembly. 

 

X. Procedural Rules:  Order of Business and Debate 

a. Adoption of the Rules: The Representative Assembly shall adopt its own Standing 

Rules and Order of Business at the opening of the meeting. The agenda will be 

distributed electronically at least 48 hours before the opening of the meeting. 

b. Addressing the Virtual Representative Assembly 

i. Delegates must use Zoom on a computer, phone or electronic device in order to 

have the greatest access to functionalities related to the Representative Assembly. 

Vermont-NEA will not offer a separate teleconference feature. 

ii. All delegates will be muted during the meeting in order to minimize disruptions. 

iii. The presiding officer shall recognize delegates who request to speak by unmuting 

their line.  Delegates will identify themselves, their local, and indicate if they are 

speaking for the motion, against the motion, a point of information (question) or a 

point of order (procedural question). The presiding officer will, when possible, 

maintain a speaking order and alternate speakers for, against, and points of 

information.  Points of order interrupt any speaker and speaking order.  Delegates 

should use the following to be recognized by the chair using the chat feature: 

1. Speaking in Favor 

2. Speaking Against 

3. Point of Information 

4. Point of Order 
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iv. Any delegate may speak to any motion after recognition by the presiding officer.  

A delegate may speak twice to the same motion for no longer than three (3) 

minutes each time. A delegate will be recognized for the second time on a motion 

only after all others seeking recognition on the issue have been heard on this 

motion.  

v. Voting.  

1. On motions requiring voting, the presiding officer will ask the delegates to 

vote on the motion utilizing the on-line polling feature on Zoom. The 

presiding officer will announce the outcome of the vote. Delegates will have 

30 seconds to vote. 

2. Motions adopted without objection:  The presiding officer will read the 

motion and announce that it will be adopted unless there is objection.  If there 

is an objection, the body will proceed to a poll vote and follow procedures as 

outlined in #1. 

vi. Authority:  In case of disputes, the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, 

Newly Revised shall be the official parliamentary authority.  Parliamentary 

experience with virtual meetings will be considered in determining rulings on any 

parliamentary matter. The president will appoint an official parliamentarian. 

vii. The 2020-2021 Vermont-NEA budget will be presented by the Chair of the 

Finance Committee in the first half of the meeting. At the time of the presentation, 

delegates will have an opportunity to ask clarifying questions of the chair.  In the 

latter half of the meeting, delegates will vote on the adoption of the proposed dues 

schedule. 

 

 

 

 


