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Would you be interested in
visiting a school in your
district and meeting with
local educators?

On school finance, do you:

Do you wish to sponsor
legislation on school finance?

Anything you want to add on
school finance?

On co-location of services, do
you:

Do you wish to sponsor
legislation on co-location of
services?
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House

Chittenden 6-6

YES

Don't Know

YES

 I support in concept moving it from property taxes, but the devil would be in the
details.
I do think we are spending too much on education now, but not on teaching,
teachers's salaries or programming.  I believe we are spending too much on
administration and overhead.  Too many supervisory unions and school districts
make the administrative costs inefficient and do not benefit a child's education or
the outcomes. I introduced a bill to have one school district for the entire state
(like Hawaii has).   I truly believe this would enable us to find efficiencies that do
not hurt students, teachers or outcomes.   One teacher's contract would mean
less money spent on the cost that supervisory unions spend on negotiating
contracts, fewer dollars spent on audits, financial directors, transportation costs,
superintendents, rent, etc. for these administrative functions. It's important to pay
our teachers well and one contract would allow that to happen more uniformly. 
We can use the 1.5 billion we currently spend to make sure Vermont's 82,000
(give or take) students are getting the best education they can get that will help
them to be successful. It's time to stop blaming the teachers for being the cause
of the cost of education!

Agree

YES



Anything you want to add on
co-location of services?

On student and staff safety,
do you:

Do you wish to sponsor
legislation on student and
staff safety?

Anything you want to add on
student and staff safety?

On paraeducators do you:

Do you wish to sponsor
legislation on paraeducators?

Anything you want to add on
paraeducators?

On public funded and
provided Pre-K, do you:

Do you wish to sponsor
legislation on public funded
and provided Pre-K?

 Anything you want to add on
public funded and provided
Pre-K?

On health care costs, do you:

let's look at doing this as well as making sure that we are not setting up road
blocks for people access services. Many children and families will want to access
services through co-location, but not everyone will. It's critical to ensure that we
have lots of ways that families can access these services in a place and time that
feels best for them, and from providers who they feel comfortable with.  Stigma
and shame still play a huge role in keeping people from seeking help. We must
all work to to change that!

Agree

YES

Let's make sure that this is in addition to helping to prevent these situations from
occurring; and not just assuming its the new way things have to be.
Let's make sure child care programs are included in this training, as safety
issues are a problem there as well.
There is good evidence based information on best ways to prevent school
violence, lets concentrate training on this as well!

Don't Know

NO

I believe there is good research that has been done on this topic, including when
it's effective to use para educators and for what.   At times using para educators
instead of trained special educators is not the right call.  If the research and
evidence is clear, why would we want to leave that up to local school districts to
decide? Don't we want all Vermont children to get effective services and use our
resources as wisely as possible?

Agree

YES

I worked on the original bill when I served on the House Education committee.  
It's critical we help children's brain development as full as possible and take full
advantage of the early brain development research that will have a life time of
benefit for our children.
I have felt that 10 hours a week is not enough for children and it is difficult for
working parents in Vermont, which most families are facing.   There is clear
evidence that quality early education makes economic sense in terms of return
on investment as well as is the right thing to do to help our children reach their
potential and be happy and productive adults.  We must look at expanding too to
summer education for Pre-K, in order to help children not fall behind during
these months as well.

Agree



Do you wish to sponsor
legislation on health care
costs?

Anything you want to add on
health care costs?

On the right to strike, do you:

Anything you want to add on
the right to strike?

On retirement security for
teachers, do you:

Anything you want to add on
retirement security for
teachers?

On good cause employment,
do you:

Do you wish to sponsor
legislation on good cause
employment?

Anything you want to add on
good cause employment?

NO

Health care is certainly one place where Vermont could make a big impact on
curbing costs and improving outcomes.

Agree

I believe the right to strike is fundamental for teachers.

Agree

This is smart and fiscally responsible to do this!

Agree

NO

Essentially, this is my experience right now of how Vermont's employment law
works in other sectors.  I do not think that employers should be able to
capriciously fire an employee.  Nor should an employer ever be in the situation of
having cause that is legitimate and not be able to terminate employment or have
to pay to do so.


