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Agenda 

 
 

Vermont-NEA cordially welcomes our delegates, staff, award 
winners, and their families and colleagues. We are pleased to 
honor you for your dedication to excellence in education and 
your efforts to ensure equality for all. Thank you for attending 
the 2017 Vermont-NEA Representative Assembly! 

 

 
Complimentary luncheon  

 
Vermont-NEA Educational Support Professional Award 

 
Friend of Public Education Award 

 
Human and Civil Rights Awards 

 
Maida F. Townsend Scholarship Awards 

 

 

 
Grace WIllean 
Lamoille Union High School 
Jim Raas, Orlean Southwest EA 
Carol-Lynn WIllean, Lamoille Union EA 

 
In her essay, Grace described a place that made her 

more aware of the importance of inclusion and as a 

result, challenged her to reflect on how she would 

interact with others.  Grace wrote about her first 

day of dance class, believing that everyone would 

have the same skill set as she did.  Immediately, she 

noticed the diversity in not only skill levels, but in 

genders and body shapes. Unlike academic classes 

where students focus on personal success, dance requires them to find 

success as a whole.  To do this, Grace let go of judgments. She formed 

relationships with classmates she may not have otherwise. The 

differences that first appeared to separate them brought them together 

to make their class stronger.  Because of her experience in dance class, 

Grace is now more mindful of how she treats others.  While growing up, 

she was quick to make friends and build relationships due to her 

friendliness and outgoing personality, but now works harder to be more 

inclusive.  She credits her dance teacher, Nicole Lefaivre-Damon, for 

creating an environment where differences are irrelevant.  Along with her 

demanding course load at Lamoille, she is concurrently enrolled at 

Johnson State College. Her guidance counselor, Debbie Zmich, said that 

Grace is a vital and active part of Lamoille County, acknowledging not 

only her three season athletic career but also her work as a member of 

Youth and Teachers Transforming Schools Together (YATST), Student 

Council President and as a member of National Honor Society, as well as 

volunteering at the Craftsbury Community Civic Center.   
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Quinn Trybus 
Burlington High School 
James Trybus, Middlebury Elementary TA 

 

Growing up, Quinn went to a school that was deemed 

“failing.” Over 90% of the students received free and 

reduced lunch and the poverty rate was nearly 100%.  

Many of the students were refugees whose first 

languages were other than English.  Due to its low 

socio-economic diversity, her school was picked for 

closure. She remembers community members 

marching and fighting to keep the school open. The 

students, parents and faculty worked tirelessly to ensure that regardless of 

anyone’s ability to pay for lunch or school supplies, everyone would get the 

best education they could provide. As she grew older, Quinn realized that 

education is essential to equality. Growing up alongside refugees and 

immigrants was something she took for granted. The night she wrote her 

essay, she had just returned from a march in downtown Burlington to 

support refugees and those impacted by the current administration’s new 

policies. She wrote in her essay that bigotry expressed toward anyone in a 

community impacts the population as a whole and she wants to do as much 

as she can to change that.  Marching that night showed her that she is not 

alone in wanting to end these injustices and is even more inspired to stand 

up for what is right and make her voice heard. Quinn has committed to the 

two year Medical and Sports Sciences Program at Burlington Technical 

Center which will allow her to explore the medical field. She is interested in 

becoming an operating nurse or nurse practitioner. Quinn is a member of 

the BHS Track Team and soccer teams as well as a silver medal winner for 

SkillsUSA Knowledge Bowl. 

 

Maida F. Townsend Scholarships 

ESP of the Year Award: Loretta Johnson 
Rutland Northeast Paraeducator & Bus Drivers Association 

 

Loretta is the President of the Rutland Northeast 

Paraeducator and Bus Drivers Association. She 

became president two years ago and quickly found 

herself in the middle of a bargaining crisis. On the last 

day of school in June 2015, her school board imposed 

working conditions; only the second time in Vermont-

NEA history. At the end of that summer, Loretta 

quickly led an effort to form an organizing committee 

to rally paraeducators and bus drivers in her union to stand together. 

Loretta navigated many difficult challenges including passive 

membership, low membership among the bus drivers, lack of email or 

easy communication with support staff, and a new entrenched 

Superintendent. She helped bring her members to a nearly unanimous 

and unprecedented strike authorization vote. Loretta served as the 

spokesperson throughout the process, speaking to the media, 

community members and her school board to advocate for her 

members’ position.  
 

The group settled within days of the strike. Loretta worked to build the 

momentum to keep her local membership strong and engaged for the 

rest of the school year, including showing support for the local Porter 

Hospital nurses who faced their own labor-management challenges just 

weeks later. This school year the support staff faced an entrenched 

school board again and are currently in the middle of another contract 

crisis campaign. The membership is organizing again under Loretta’s 

leadership to fight for a fair contract, health insurance being one of the 

main unresolved issues. Loretta’s local Association is at the forefront of 

the same fight underway in every local Association bargaining in the 

state this year.  

 
 

Educational Support Professional 



Educational Support Professional 

ESP Honorable Mention: Margaret Russo 
Windsor Southeast Education Association  
 

Margaret Russo is a longtime negotiator for her 

support staff union in Windsor Southeast 

Education Association. Margaret recently 

helped to lead a merger of three support staff 

contracts by working with three separate 

Associations who represent ESP in the area. She 

also serves as the grievance chair. Margaret is a 

community-oriented ESP. Her nomination 

strongly emphasized her commitment to her 

students and school community. 

 

 

Senator Bill Doyle 
Former state Senator Bill Doyle’s career is 

legendary, and with good reason. For nearly half 

a century, Bill fought tirelessly on behalf of 

public education; indeed, he is a long-time 

faculty member at Johnson State College, where 

he still teaches political science. During his 

tenure in the legislature, Bill championed 

educators, schools, parents, and, most 

importantly, students. He leaves a legacy of 

good work, and his dedication to Vermont’s children and schools has 

helped make our state one of the best when it comes to public education. 

We are proud to honor Senator Doyle as the very first Vermont-NEA 

Friend of Public Education Award.  

 Friend of Public Education Award 

 
 
Eleanor Martin 
Vergennes Union High School 
Patricia Martin, ANSSA 

 
Ellie answered the question, “What makes you 

unique?” with a rather personal response. She 

spent the first three years of her life in and out 

of the University of Vermont Medical Center, 

and then at the age of 11, she was diagnosed 

with ALL Leukemia. She wrote that this may 

not be the best case for uniqueness, but it is 

her story. Adding to that story, Ashlee Monk, 

her school counselor, wrote that Ellie is the epitome of resiliency and a 

delight to all that know her. Ellie volunteers at Camp Ta-Kum-Ta, 

having been a camper there; she understands how important the 

camp is. Ms. Monk stated the lasting effect of chemotherapy still 

affects how Ellie processes information.  Because of this, she has had 

to work harder than many of her peers. She is a passionate and 

talented artist and a devoted member of the chorus and Commodore 

Singers. Karl Steen, Ellie’s English teacher and one of her advisors, 

wrote that she is “creative, intelligent, bold and brave. She has 

become a source of great pride for our learning community.” Ellie 

plans on pursuing a degree in photography or photojournalism. 
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Dana Marsh 
North Country Union High School 
Michelle Marsh, Northeast Kingdom Elementary TA 

 
According to Dana, growing up in the Northeast 

Kingdom of Vermont, the least diverse section of 

the least diverse state, they are pretty secluded 

from the social injustices going on around the 

country.  You may see racial inequality on the 

news, but never experience it, and therefore 

become less sensitive and less aware of the 

seriousness of the issue.  On his soccer team, a fellow student, well-liked 

and popular, was born in Ethiopia.  Even though he was part of the team, 

on occasion “jokes” were made.  Jokes that were extremely racist and 

stereotypical.  Although the student laughed, Dana realized that the 

student may have felt obligated to laugh or else some tension would 

occur.  He took action and let his teammates know that their jokes were 

offensive and hurtful.  “His teachers would describe him as a leader in 

the classroom with a strong moral compass,” wrote his school 

counselor, Dan Bumbarger.  “In the community and on the field, Dana is 

a force to be reckoned with.  He is a three sport athlete and an integral 

part of many successful community service programs.  Dana is a future 

leader and a true global citizen.”  Dana plans on majoring in biology 

hoping to make a difference in the fields of environmental and animal 

sciences.   

 
 

Maida F. Townsend Scholarships 

This year, Vermont-NEA offers Human and Civil Rights Awards in two 
categories. As always, we are awed and inspired by the work of the award 
winners. Category A awards are for individuals, schools, local affiliates or 
Vermont organizations working in the area of human and civil rights that 
have a community-wide impact. Category B awards are for a Vermont-NEA 
member whose professional activities have protected and/or enhanced 
human and civil rights that have a community-wide impact, especially 
related to student empowerment.  
 

Steven Tatum 
Orleans Central Education Association 

Steven Tatum is an educator at Lake Region Union 
High School in Orleans, Vermont. Steven is a member 
of Educators and Parents for Racial Justice, a group of 
parents and educators that works for civil rights and 
racial justice. Steven also integrates these themes into 
his English curriculum and works with colleagues, 
students, parents, and community members to find 
ways to improve the culture of LRUHS, the Orleans 
County communities, and beyond.  

 

Muslim Girls Making Change (MGMC)  
Muslim Girls Making Change (MGMC) is a youth group from Burlington High 
School and South Burlington High School. Hawa Adam, Kiran Waqar, Lena 
Ginawi, and Balkisa Abdikadir use poetry to express their commitment to 
social justice. They have performed at numerous events at the local and 
national level, including the recent Women’s March on Montpelier and 
Brave New Voices, a nationwide poetry competition that took place last 
July in Washington, DC.   

 Human and Civil Rights awards 



 Maida F. Townsend Scholarships 

 
 

This year’s applicants were asked to respond to the following: “Describe 
a situation where you observed or experienced an instance of social 
injustice in your school or community, how it impacted you, and what 
action, if any, you took.” 

 
Alexander C. Bickart 
Peoples Academy 
Jennifer Bickart, Morristown EA 
 

For as long as Alex could remember, he has been an 

explorer.  In the woods surrounding his home he 

would spend his days climbing trees, following 

streams or observing the wildlife he encountered.  

Because of this curiosity, his desire is to pursue a 

career in natural sciences to perhaps become a 

biologist working in one of our national parks. His 

experience with social injustice started when his 

foster cousin turned to him and stated, “Alex, 

you’re living the life.”  This innocent statement 

stuck with him and Alex became engrossed in the 

issues facing the foster care programs in Vermont and the struggles faced by 

children in the system.  Forgoing a traditional English class, Alex chose an 

experimental course that let him research a social issue in Vermont. After a 

year of research including interviews with social workers, guidance 

counselors, foster families, and local DCF, Alex helped create a documentary 

focusing on the issues within the system and the injustice that face Vermont 

children who are most in need. The documentary provided a voice to 

broadcast the issue, and offered suggestions on how people can become 

involved to effect a positive impact. Moira Donovan, an Advanced Placement 

English Literature Teacher at PA, wrote, “He leans toward the future with a 

giddy belief that our world can be even better with his full participation.”  

The sons and daughters of Vermont-NEA members—students in their  last 
year of high school, undergraduates, and graduate students -- are eligible to 
apply.  Established in 1991, the $1,000 scholarships are awarded annually at 
the Vermont-NEA Representative Assembly.  

 
Eva Kamman 
Vergennes Union High School 
Carla Mayo, Addison Northeast EA 

 
In her cover letter, Eva answered the question of 

what makes you unique by stating she doesn’t fit 

into the traditional high school stereotypes.  She is 

the captain of her rowing team and received the 

MVP award for both her junior and senior years; 

but she doesn’t feel that she is a jock.  Even 

though she plays the saxophone for her high 

school band, was asked to sit in with a few 

professional bands, and played at the Burlington Jazz Festival, she isn’t a 

music geek.  She does not want to be defined as an overachiever just 

because she strives for academic greatness, taking a challenging course 

load. Ashlee Monk, Vergennes school counselor, wrote, “Eva has shown 

repeatedly that she will not back down from any challenge, and that her 

determination will ensure her success.  She holds herself to what might 

seem an impossibly high standard, except that she continues to meet her 

goals and proceeds to set new ones.” One of Eva’s passions is the 

environment.  Last summer she participated in a program called 

Conversations from the Open Road, which allowed her to travel cross-

country and interview people about land use and fracking.  Eva plans on 

using her love of science to better humanity. Christine Clark, VUHS Science 

Teacher, wrote that Eva is inquisitive, confident, precise, diligent and 

patient. She is focused and enthusiastic and has an enjoyable sense of 

humor.   
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Conor Joyce 
Hartford High School 
Stephanie Joyce, White River Valley EA 

 
According to Conor, Science Technology 

Engineering Mathematics (STEM) club has been an 

important part of his life, giving him amazing 

experiences and the importance of understanding 

failure.  Whether it was accidentally catching his 

homemade rocket fuel on fire, setting off the 

school’s smoke alarm or turning his rocket into a 

missile when the parachute did not deploy, Conor 

understands that failure is necessary, making him 

more determined to solve problems.  Although he has always wanted to 

be an engineer, Conor’s personal experience with medical technology, a 

two-chambered heart that was created for him by surgeons and 

engineers, convinced him that biomedical engineering is the right path for 

him.  He would like to tackle the problem associated with the cost of 

medical equipment and technology necessary to improve quality of life. 

Katie Hluchyj, Conor’s Spanish Teacher, let us know that he earned the 

Rochester Institute of Technology Innovation and Creativity Award last 

year.  She wrote, “he does not spend time dwelling on obstacles, but 

rather takes every opportunity to learn about things that interest him and 

to help others to do the same.”  Despite the myriad hours of school and 

studying, he makes time to play on the golf team, the rock climbing team, 

and band. Conor also works as a train conductor at the Woodstock 

Railroad, rumbling down the tracks at a full speed of ten miles per hour, 

to deliver happiness to every child who climbs aboard.   
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Avery Ellis 
North Country Union High School 
Mary Ellis, Northeast Kingdom Elementary TA 

 
In her cover letter, Avery wrote, “I am a large 

supporter of my school’s athletic program, and do 

what I can to help raise school spirit.”  It wasn’t until 

the fourth page of her application that Tyler 

Alexander, her AP US History teacher and her Track 

& Field coach filled us in on what she meant. “Avery 

is an incredible athlete in running and skiing.  In her 

freshman year, she shattered decade old records in 

1500 and 3000 meter runs.” He went on to share 

that, “Avery is the definition of modesty and is a wonderful teammate who 

leads through her example.” While on a trip to South Africa with her science 

class, Avery realized that even after much research on the natural world, 

she wasn’t prepared for the experience she would get through interacting 

with the communities. One day, her group decided to use a campground 

pool. The pool, filled with local children, was the first time Avery had the 

experience of being the minority race. Spending the day with the children, 

she was impressed by their curiosity and despite poverty and lack of 

educational opportunities, they were extremely positive.  While talking and 

playing with the kids, she realized that although they were equals, these 

intelligent children had decided that she was somehow better than they.  

Although she had grown up believing everyone was her equal, not all 

people thought that way. By sharing her life with them, living in a rural 

community in Vermont and working with her hands in gardens and with 

machinery, she was similar to them.       
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Lucia Gagliardone 
Bowdoin College 
Steve Gagliardone, Hartford EA 
 

In her junior year of high school, after finishing 

hiking the Long Trail and experiencing an 

awakening to her own empowerment, Lucia was 

ready to learn about and challenge gender 

inequality. How appearance-based gender training 

results in the mass media and culture sexualization 

of women in American society became the topic of 

her junior thesis.  Determined to share her research, 

Lucia created a piece in her printmaking class speaking against the 

derogatory language used for female genitalia, titled, “It’s Called a 

Vagina.”  She presented her exhibit to a local high school and gave talks 

to health classes.  Ironically, while growing as an activist for women’s 

rights, she had to fight her own battle against sexism.  She felt her 

assigned advisor was offended by her topic.  She did not let herself fall 

into complacency and advocated for herself by detailing the treatment 

and requested a new advisor. As a first year student at Bowdoin College, 

studying education and sociology, Lucia’s goal is to devote her life to the 

common good and work for the marginalized to ensure human rights and 

dignity for all.  She is particularly interested in using education as a 

discipline and tool to apply to nonprofit social justice work.  Sarah Butler 

Jessen, Professor of Education at Bowdoin, wrote that Lucia’s work at 

Bowdoin will position her for contributing to society in a meaningful way. 

The professor “would not be surprised at all if her road leads back to 

Vermont.” 
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Brady Illingworth 
Bellows Falls Union High School 
Jean Illingworth, Windham Northeast EA 

 
Brady is a young entrepreneur who started his first 

business at the age of fifteen.  His business, VT Elite 

Lawn and Landscape, provides affordable services 

to his clients, and employs students in his 

community.  He is also a co-owner of Burke 

Brothers Sugaring. His responsibilities include 

interacting with the landowners of the properties 

they use, arranging of syrup distribution, and 

donations.  If that wasn’t enough to keep him busy, Brady also donates his 

time at the Bellows Falls Senior Center, where he takes pride in getting up 

at 6:00 am to shovel and sand the walkways before the center opens.  

Andrea Carlson, his school counselor, described Brady as intelligent, 

dedicated and reliable.  Whether in the classroom, on the field, or on the 

job, he is there when you need him.  Brady plays varsity baseball and 

football and was chosen as captain of his Division II State Champion 

Football team. Brady’s college options include: Keene State, majoring in 

occupational safely, or enrolling in Kennebec Community College’s 

Electrical Liner worker program.  But his goal is to be good at what he 

does, love what he does, and provide a quality service to the public. 
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