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Anything you want to add on
school finance?

On co-location of services, do
you:

Do you wish to sponsor
legislation on co-location of
services?

Anything you want to add on
co-location of services?

On student and staff safety,
do you:

Do you wish to sponsor
legislation on student and
staff safety?

I believe that we should move cautiously with such a large change to Vermont’s
school funding formula. As a result of Act 60, Vermont has one of the most
equitable funding formulas in the country. Reliance on the property tax revenue
may not entirely enhance this equity, but it does provide a more stable funding
source for schools than would an income tax. Income tax revenues are much
more subject to fluctuations based on income growth and macro-economic
health, whereas property tax revenues historically remain relatively stable with
modest growth over time.

My experience as an education fiscal analyst for the Wisconsin Legislative Fiscal
Bureau (the equivalent to the VT Joint Fiscal Office) during the mid-late 1990s
when Wisconsin shifted most of its support for schools from property to income
tax was that it was not sustainable for the long-term. Funding schools remained
a political hot potato and crowded out other state priorities for use of general
fund revenue.  After a few years of trying to sustain an income-based formula,
WI shifted much of the funding back to local property tax.

Based on my state-level education finance experience and my local level
experience as a school board leader who focused much of my work on budget
and finance issues, I believe it’s crucial that funding for our schools be adequate,
equitable, and sustainable.  Moving too quickly to enhance one measure, may
inadvertently damage another.

Of all the complex issues I’m eager to tackle if elected to the senate, school
finance is one that I’m most excited about. I truly enjoy digging into spreadsheets
and data, figuring out how formulas work, and exploring the implications of
changes. I also really love to explain school finances to the general public and
have been doing so regularly at town and school meetings for years.

I look forward to working collaboratively with new colleagues, VT-NEA, AOE,
VSBA, and local education professionals on ensuring that Vermont has the
strongest possible funding mechanism for our local schools.

Agree

YES

Schools are a great place to provide health and social services because
doing so meets students and families where they are. As a school board
member, I advocated for expanded food programs for students and
families, enhanced social and mental health services in our schools, and
school-based health centers. In doing so, we need to ensure high-quality
services are provided cost-effectively, without a duplication of services
already effectively provided elsewhere. 

Agree

YES



Anything you want to add on
student and staff safety?

On paraeducators do you:

Do you wish to sponsor
legislation on paraeducators?

Anything you want to add on
paraeducators?

On public funded and
provided Pre-K, do you:

Do you wish to sponsor
legislation on public funded
and provided Pre-K?

 Anything you want to add on
public funded and provided
Pre-K?

On health care costs, do you:

Do you wish to sponsor
legislation on health care
costs?

The safety of students and staff at schools is paramount. If teachers and
students don’t feel safe, they cannot work and learn. This past spring, I assisted
students in advocating for stronger gun violence prevention legislation because
they did not feel safe at school.

If teachers do not feel adequately trained to deal with challenging situations, I
certainly support such training. Training that addresses implicit bias and cultural
competency should also be included with any enhanced staff training initiatives.
 We should ensure our schools are safe, welcoming, violence-free, and bias-free
so that all teachers can teach and all students can learn.

Agree

NO

I agree that specific staffing decisions should be made at the local level
where there is more direct knowledge about the specific needs of schools
and students. I also am cautious about the over-reliance on paraeducators.
Analysis has shown that in some cases, Vermont relies too heavily on
paraeducators, especially in light of our low student-to-teacher ratios.
Paraeducators should not replace high-quality, licensed teachers,
especially in direct teaching situations and with our highest need students. 

Agree

YES

Childcare and early childhood education is one of my top priorities if elected. Our
current system lacks capacity and funding. As a school board member, I
advocated for expanding both public school programs and partnerships with
private early childhood programs. So, while I am a full-throated advocate for
public schools, at the early childhood level, there are many high-quality,
community-based programs run as private non-profit organizations that provide
essential services to all children and families and have been doing so for
decades. Many are state and national models. For example, in my own
community, organizations such as the Parent-Child Center, Otter Creek
Children’s Center, and Mary Johnson Children’s Center have filled a void when
no other organizations were providing full-year, full-day infant, toddler, and
preschool programs.

I believe a system that works in partnership with these organizations, and values
their experience and expertise, and ability to provide services not possible within
a public school schedule could best serve children and families. At the same
time, we can expand public school programs where capacity is possible. We also
need to ensure early childhood educators are better trained and compensated
for their essential work.

Agree

YES



Anything you want to add on
health care costs?

On the right to strike, do you:

Anything you want to add on
the right to strike?

On retirement security for
teachers, do you:

Anything you want to add on
retirement security for
teachers?

On good cause employment,
do you:

Do you wish to sponsor
legislation on good cause
employment?

Anything you want to add on
good cause employment?

I am in favor of advancing publicly financed Universal Primary Care for all
Vermonters, including access to outpatient mental health and substance
abuse treatment, as a first step in implementing the goal enacted in Act 48
of health care as a universal public good. Universal access to primary care
will help control health care costs by reducing the need for expensive
hospitalizations and emergency room visits by treating conditions earlier.
These primary care services should be locally accessible and welcoming
for all Vermonters. I know that health care is a huge cost for families and
individuals, our state and local governments, school districts, and private
employers. As an experienced public finance & budget professional, I
understand that our current system of patchwork financing for health care
is wasteful and expensive and leaves many Vermonters unable to access
health care. I am committed to working toward a financially responsible
solution to delivering healthcare to all Vermonters.

Agree

I completely support the right to strike, as a last, but sometimes necessary
resort.

Agree

Meeting our financial and employment obligations is the fiscally responsible
and fair thing to do.

Don't Know

NO

This is not an area of expertise for me. So, while your position sounds fair
and reasonable, I’d need more information about the current situation and
implications of any changes before I could fully form an opinion.


